
     

   

 

There is a lot of superb art being made these days; this column shines light on a trio of gifted individuals. 

JOSHUA KOFFMAN (b. 1972) is a sculptor whose large, often life-
size bronzes are simultaneously dynamic and graceful. Raised in 
Southern California, Koffman became fascinated with Greek and 
Renaissance art as a youngster. Having earned his B.F.A. at the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Cruz, he came east to earn a certificate at 
Philadelphia’s Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts (PAFA), where 
he now teaches courses in figure and portrait modeling.

     In 2007, Koffman co-founded the Philadelphia Traction Com-
pany in a former trolley manufactory in West Philadelphia. There he 
and 11 other artists, all related to PAFA, maintain a workshop and 
individual studio spaces to pursue their own projects and also col-
laborative ones. When he is not in his studio modeling the human 
form in clay from live models, Koffman is often found at local stables 
sketching carriage horses or at the zoo studying animals. Sometimes 
Koffman’s compositions encompass both humans and animals, as in 
his half-life-sized Europa and the Bull installed in downtown Had-
donfield, New Jersey. He is currently working in nearby Moorestown 
on a life-sized horse to be placed in a park commemorating the 1839 
importation of Diligence, the French Percheron stallion that began 
the improvement of American draft horses.

     Whatever the project, Koffman manages to blend tradition 
with a modern expressiveness that prevents the result from looking 
like a retread of historical precedents. This instinct was especially 
important to St. Joseph’s University (Philadelphia) when it commis-
sioned Koffman to sculpt a monument depicting the two allegorical 
figures, Synagoga and Ecclesia. Blessed by Pope Francis during his 
2015 campus visit, this potentially controversial composition instead 
gracefully embodies the 50th anniversary of the Vatican declaration 
repudiating Christianity’s longstanding claim of superiority over 
Judaism. 

Koffman is represented by F.A.N. Gallery in Philadelphia. 

JOSHUA KOFFMAN (b. 1972), Myth II, 2013, bronze, 21 x 6 x 12 in., F.A.N. Gallery 

(Philadelphia) 
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